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the younger Pitt in 1784, or of Canning in 1827. The
same remark has been made of Sir Kobert Pool, that not
even when he reached the summit of power in 1841 did
his fame shine out like that of those three illustrious
predecessors. Peel established his power on the confi-
dence of the middle classes, and Walpole undoubtedly
in the same way was trusted by the nioniod interests
of his day. But the trust placed in him by the moniod
interests, and his gradual reconciliation with the landed
interest, would have been of no avail without the steady
favour of the court.

As it is a mistake to suppose that Walpolo over rode
on the flood tide of popularity in its modern sense, so is
it a mistake to regard his ascendancy as having boon
undisputed from the fall of Sundorland. He had loyally
shared power with his principal colleague, and it was
not until some time after the accession of Goorgo II that
his supremacy became absolute. Walpole's favour with
the queen hastened the rupturo between the minister
and Lord Townshond. For thirty years thoy had boon
intimate friends, and for twenty years tut of the thirty
they had been close political confederates, Thoy were
both strict and constant Whigs. Thoy both suffered
the censure of the Tory Parliament of Quoon Anne,
They acted together in the first administration of
George I, and thoy left it together at the schism from
the Sunderland Whigs in 1717, Thoy both rejoined
their old colleagues in 1720, and both resinned then1 old
posts in 1721; they expected a common disgrace on the
accession of Georgo II, and had instead boon maintained
in their offices as the two pillars of a common policy. Ail
this time Townshond had held the more prominentninspired and uninspiring time.lents, but he of Oarfcerot, the novelist says that Bolingbroke waH tho only
